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Identifying Clauses
Look at the sentence below:

Behind the castle, far in the distance, a huge storm was 
raging.

The main clause has been underlined. We can identify the 
main clause as it makes sense on it’s own. The other one is 
the subordinate clause as it doesn’t make sense.

If We keep just the main clause it would be:

Behind the castle, a huge storm was raging.

That makes sense, so that’s the main clause!



TEST!
Look at the sentence below:

Michael’s grandmother, who was very old,               
always needed a walking stick.

Now, Find out the main clause!

Answer:

Michael’s grandmother, who was very old, always         
needed a walking stick.

The sentence: Michael’s grandmother always needed a walking 
stick makes sense, so it must be the main clause!

tinyurl.com/free-pik



Activity 1
Look at the sentence below:

The house which was taller than all the other houses on the 
street was going to be knocked down.

Now, Add a pair of commas to the sentence to separate the 
main and subordinate clause (the not main one)

Answer:

The house, which was taller than all the other houses on the 
street, was going to be knocked down.



Activity 2!
Look at the sentences below:

A: Even though the snow was falling and getting heavier 
every second, the children managed to get to school on time.

B: Even though the snow was falling and getting heavier 
every second, the children managed to get to school on time.

Answer:

B is correct as in A, it is the main clause because ‘The 
children managed to get to school on time’ makes sense on 
it’s own but in B it doesn’t. 



REASONING ACTIVITY
Harry thinks that he has underlined the             
subordinate clause in the sentence below:

After being in lockdown, James started to play with his 
friends more often.

Is harry correct?

Answer:

No, he is not correct because the subordinate clause (the 
one which doesn’t make sense) is ‘After being in Lockdown’

The one he mistakenly underlined is actually the main clause



Thank you
End of Slide Show!
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